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122 Transactions of the Society. 

ditions of Arctic life can be supposed to form a judgment), practicable and worthy of 
support. 

In itself and keeping in view the objects sought to be attained — the added dis- 
tinction to be won for America, and the increase of knowledge among men — and the 
chances of success, the attempt is one that ought to be made. 

Considering Mr. Peary's rare experience and his remarkable qualifications of 
energy, prudence, tenacity and fitness for command, it must be regarded as a singular 
advantage for his country that he stands ready to undertake the task for which his 
natural gifts and his acquirements have fitted him beyond other men. 

Your Committee submit, and recommend for adoption the following resolution : 
Resolved, that the Council of the American Geographical Society heartily approves 
the project of polar exploration laid before it by Civil Engineer R. E. Peary, U. S. N., 
and will gladly contribute towards the expense of the same, provided such contribu- 
tion is needed and will be acceptable, and that other subscriptions, sufficient to war- 
rant the undertaking, are secured by Mr. Peary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bancroft Gherardi, \ 
Charles P. Daly, \ Committee. 
Chandler Robbins, ) 
New York, February 20, 1897. 

A Regular Meeting of the Society was held at Chickering Hall 
on Monday, March 8, 1897, at 8.30 o'clock p.m. 

President Daly in the chair. 

The following persons, recommended by the Council, were elected 
Fellows of the Society: 

Chas. B. Gunther, James McKeon, 

W. C. Van Antwerp. 

The President then introduced Mr. William Niven, who described 
his exploration of the ruined city of Omitlan, in the State of Guer- 
rero, Mexico, and threw on the screen a number of illustrations 
taken on the spot. 

On motion, the Society adjourned. 



OBITUARY. 

James Muhlenberg Bailey, a Life Fellow of the Society since the 
year 1869, and since 1870 a member of the Council, died at his home 
in New York on the 27th of February, 1897. He was Foreign Cor- 
responding Secretary from 1873 to 1876, and from the latter year 
until his death he held the office of Domestic Corresponding Secre- 
tary. His interest in the work of the Society was active, until the 
failure of his health in recent years. 

Mr. Bailey inherited a fortune, which enabled him to gratify his 
cultivated tastes. He travelled extensively in Europe, and his col- 
lection of rare engravings was well known among art lovers. 



